
Dear friends,  July 2018 

I was recently reminded of MAF’s vision statement “That every person on earth will experience 
the love of Jesus Christ and respond to the Gospel” and I thought—wow, what an impossibly big 
job! But then it came to me—it’s not such a big or impossible job after all. There’s an apocryphal 
story that helps us understand.  It’s said that during a visit to NASA John Kennedy saw a janitor 
smiling while carrying a broom. Wondering why a janitor would be so happy in his work, the 
president asked “Hi, I’m Jack Kennedy. Tell me, what’s bringing you such joy here?" "Well, Mr. 
President," the janitor responded, "I'm helping to put a man on the moon." You see, not losing 
sight of the big picture is the key.  This work that the Lord has for MAF is a team effort and each 
of you are playing a part in reaching this goal.  

So, let me tell you a bit about how your partnership with us is doing this. In southern Africa is the 
country of Lesotho—a mountainous land totally surrounded by the country of South Africa—it is 
a land of contrasts, beauty, poverty, and isolation. This is where Thoahlane Khalala (he goes by 

TK for short) enters the picture. He grew 
up experiencing these things, and along 
the way he found the Lord. Some years 
ago he was offered a job helping MAF in 
various ways, and over time that led to 
him helping more and more with the 
maintenance of MAF’s planes. Now, flying 
in Lesotho is rough work. It takes a toll on 
the planes, and keeping them in tip-top 
shape requires careful and skilled 
mechanics. That’s what brought 
Thoahlane here to MAF in Nampa—he is 
a licensed mechanic, but he needed to 

come for our standardization training. 
There is not enough room to tell you how exceedingly wonderful it’s been getting to know him 
over the last several weeks. The nuts and bolts of training a mechanic is always fun and fulfilling, 
but finding out how much we have in common and being able to speak into each other’s hearts 
was more than either of us had expected.  

The story doesn’t end here in Nampa though, it gets more exciting. In a few weeks, TK will go 
home to Lesotho, better equipped as a mechanic and better able to carry more of the load of 
maintaining MAF’s planes there. That brings us to the final piece of the story. Remember me 
mentioning isolation earlier? Kuebunyane is one of the most remote valleys in Lesotho: accessible 
only by foot, horse, or airplane! There is a medical clinic there that MAF supports, and so many 
lives have been touched in real and lifesaving ways over the years. But there is another aspect of 
MAF’s ministry that brings pastoral/evangelistic teams to these mountain villagers. The response 



to the Gospel has been such that over a hundred people have declared their faith in Jesus, and 
the local chief has even offered land to build a church! There is a donor who has reached out, 
offering to fund the construction of the church building. A church from the city, along with the 
support of their denominational leadership team from the US, has expressed the desire to 
spiritually support 
the work in 
Kuebunyane. While 
there are still plenty 
of logistical details to 
work out we are 
excited to see how 
the Lord is working 
to touch these dear, 
isolated people with 
Jesus’ love. 

On the home front here with Debbie and me, we are looking forward to some changes with our 
church El Crucero. We’ve been meeting in the afternoon with Sunday school and then the service, 
yet we have struggled with lack of help for the little ones and the youth. So, to help us with these 
needs, our sponsoring church has invited us to join them during their last morning service. Our 
little ones and youth (English is not an issue for them) will join in the established programs already 
in place—and we are glad to know that they will be well taken care of. We look forward to seeing 
how the Lord will work in this new phase in the life of the church. 

Finally friends, a quick update on our kids. Jesse and his wife Bré are living in Redlands, CA. Jesse 
is an adjunct math professor at a community college, and Bré is working as a nurse. Hannah is 
with us here in Nampa. She’s working full time and saving money while she sorts out her next 
step. We are truly grateful for the blessings they all are in our lives. 

As I close I want to thank you all again for your partnership in ministry with us. Every single one 
of these stories is yours too. To paraphrase that janitor—you are helping people in Lesotho, and 
here in Nampa experience the love of Jesus Christ—and folks are coming to know Him through 
you.  
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